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Presentation: Stands of mature juniper woodland are rare on the landscape but
they contribute unique habitats for wildlife and add landscape level diversity
throughout the Great Basin, U.S.A. Juniper grow slowly in the semi-arid western
mountains, but they can become over 1000 years old. The oldest juniper tree is
estimated to be over 3000 years in age. Prior to Euro-American settlement
wildfire was more common in the landscape and the mature juniper stands were
often located in rocky outcrops, plateaus between canyons, or other areas that
were fuel limited or protected from fire spread.

Presenters: Bunting and Strand, professors of Rangeland Ecology at the
University of Idaho, have collectively conducted research in Idaho’s juniper
woodlands for three decades. They have published research documenting plant
communities along successional gradients as sagebrush vegetation transitions
to juniper woodlands including those plants unique to old-growth juniper. The
presentation is illustrated with photos of some of Idaho’s oldest trees.
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